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Update from the Waterford Board of Education 
Bringing the  

accomplishments  

and initiatives of the 

Waterford Public 

Schools to the Town, 

Community and 

beyond to create  a 

Connection  that 

will reinforce a 

strong commitment 

to coming together 

to educate the whole 

child. 

Waterford Public Schools, under the direction of 

Waterford High School teachers Erica Baumgart-

ner and Alyson Woznicki, partnered with Jordan 

Firehouse to collect water and donations for the 

victims of Hurricane Harvey.  Staff and students 

responded to the call by bringing in 163 cases of 

water, cash donations totaling over $200 and other 

personal hygiene items that were needed.  Jordan 

Firehouse organized this town wide effort that 

loaded seven 50 foot tractor trailers with supplies 

to be transported to Texas to help in the relief ef-

forts.  It was wonderful to see the community come 

together to help another community in need. 

WPS in the Community 

The Waterford 

BOE loader  

assisted in the 

relief efforts for 

v i c t i m s  o f  

H u r r i c a n e  

Harvey  

 
The Waterford Board of 

Education was honored 

to present four students 

with Certificates of 

Distinction at the  

August 24th Board of 

Education Meeting.  

Waterford High School 

students Blake Brack-

ett, Brooke Brackett, 

Grace Briggs, and 

Jeremy Hynek were 

presented this honor for 

their outstanding work 

at Summer Academy (see page 4), the district’s 

summer school program held at Oswegatchie 

Elementary School.  Mr. Chris Discordia,  

Principal at Quaker Hill Elementary School and 

Director of the Summer Academy Program  

recognized these four students for outstanding 

dedication and commitment to the program 

and for going above and beyond for the stu-

dents at Summer Academy. Congratulations to 

these four students who  worked hard this 

summer  to make a difference ! 

                     The  

     Connection       

Waterford Public Schools kicked off the 2017-2018 

school year welcoming staff at Convocation on  

August 28, 2017.  Superintendent Tom Giard and 

Waterford Board of Education Chair Jody  

Nazarchyk encouraged staff to come together as a 

team and continue Waterford’s long standing  

commitment to educate the whole child.   

Superintendent Giard highlighted the key areas of 

focus:  Meet The Needs Of All Students, Build the 

Capacity of  Staff, Support and Encourage  

Innovation, and Promote the Waterford Public 

Schools.  Following the theme of Convocation,  
Collaborate, Innovate, Educate,  Superintendent 

Giard challenged staff to continue to push the enve-

lope and respond to the new norm  in education.   

Assistant Superintendent Craig Powers  

introduced new staff and recognized team  

members  for years of service (see page 3).  Prior 

to Convocation, staff enjoyed a breakfast by the 

Waterford Food Services Department and  

musical pieces by the Waterford High School  

Orchestra.   The Waterford High School  

Chamber Choir entertained staff with wonderful 

performances to begin the staff wide event. 
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“Quaker Hill’s dedication 

to the Zones of Regulation 

program was a testament 

to the high level of 

commitment and belief in 

the power of all children… 

the choices given to 

students in their program 

and after school 

opportunities were 

commendable and 

enhanced by the high level 

of staff support.” 

CAS Evaluation Committee 

quickly distinguished itself 

in each of these areas. 

The committee from CAS 

was impressed with the 

inclusive and accepting 

environment at Quaker 

Hill that focuses on meet-

ing the needs of every 

student, the multiple ven-

ues for communication 

with parents and the 

community, and the mul-

titude of learning oppor-

tunities for students.   

The Connecticut Associa-

tion of Schools congratulat-

The Connecticut Associa-

tion of Schools  selected 

Quaker Hill Elementary 

School as the 2017-18 CAS 

Elementary School of the 

Year awarding them with 

this honor at a celebration 

on September 8th.   

The criteria considered 

during the evaluation  

process included: an  

educational program 

conducive to the needs of 

all students, student  

opportunities that go be-

yond the typical school 

day, education programs 

that are consistently re-

viewed and improved, an 

atmosphere that wel-

comes participation for 

all constituencies, an 

active role in the  

community, and strong 

parent and school in-

volvement.  Quaker Hill 

Investing in Our Students... 

ed Principal Christopher Dis-

cordia, the school staff, and 

parents on the high quality 

educational programs that 

serve the needs of all of the 

school’s children noting that 

the sense of community, the 

outstanding programs, the 

level of academic achieve-

ment, and the overwhelming 

positive feeling at Quaker 

Hill Elementary School made 

it the choice of the Connecti-

cut Association of Schools’ 

Outstanding Elementary 

School of the Year Award.   

The Connection  September 2017  www.waterfordschools.org  

A team from Waterford Public Schools, made up of high school administration, guidance counselors,  

technology education teachers, and central administration staff, has begun to work on relationships with 

Electric Boat and Atlantic Broadband to discuss internships and post high school employment  

opportunities for students.  Input from the two companies into the course offerings at Waterford High 

School and the recommended paths for students have proven to be very insightful for the high school  

guidance office and technology education teaching staff.  We are very excited about these partnerships with 

local companies and the potential positive impact that they could have on our students now and in the future. 

 

Quaker Hill Awarded Elementary School of the Year 

 Parent Academy Night ~ December 5, 2017  
Waterford Public Schools will host the second annual Parent Academy Night on December 5, 2017 at  

Waterford High School.  This informative night will feature Keynote Speaker, Tom Pincince, whose  

platform Take This Play Off works to help parents and students understand how to take the  first step  

towards Social Media safety.  Also included in the program for the evening are a variety of workshops 

designed to benefit elementary, middle school, and high school parents.  More information will be sent 

to families via School Messenger and school newsletters.  Mark your calendars and save the date!  We look 

forward to having many Waterford Public School parents and community members at this educational and 

engaging evening.   

 SAVE     THE    DATE  
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In the Spotlight... 

 Paula Reid 

Special Education 

Paraprofessional 

@ Oswegatchie 

 

Ms. Reid started in Waterford Public 

Schools in 1982 as a Special Education 

Paraprofessional at GN.  She joined the 

staff at Southwest in 1988 and  

continued there until 1995.  Since that 

time Ms. Reid has worked at OSW as a 

Special Education Paraprofessional 

providing outstanding support to our 

students.   

 JoAnne Sturges 

Physical Therapist  

@ Waterford  

Public Schools 

 

Ms. Sturges joined the Waterford team 

in September of 1982 as a Physical 

Therapist at the 7 schools.  Throughout 

the years Ms. Sturges has served our 

students with care, compassion and 

the utmost professionalism.  Ms.  

Sturges continues to be an essential 

part of the Waterford Team and we are  

thankful for her years of service. 

nightly performances culminat-

ing in a professional perfor-

mance on August 9th.   The fel-

lowship has been asked to per-

form at Feinstein’s 54 Below in 

New York City on October 1st. 

 D u r i n g  t h e  

summer of 2017 

W H S  S e n i o r  

Logan Bowdish 

completed his 

E a g l e  S c o u t  

Project consisting 

of building a bounce-back wall 

at Miner Field at Waterford 

High School .   Logan’s  

collaboration with Eversource 

WPS Achievements 
 N i n a 

Pezzello, a 

Sophomore 

at Water-

ford High 

School, au-

ditioned for 

and was  

selected for the 2nd year to 

be a member of the Eugene 

O’Neill Jr. Cabaret Fellow-

ship.  This 10 day intensive 

training with professional 

Director, Composer and 

Solo Artist Brad Simmons 

included vocal classes and 

for  support poles and UBS for 

materials brought the com-

munity together and ensured 

the success of this project. 

 The Books A Million Waterford 

Store 957 selected Waterford 

Public Schools as their donation 

partner in the Books A Million 

Summer Book Drive. From July 

30th through August 26th Books A 

Million asked the community and 

their patrons to support local 

schools by donating books.  The 

donation amount far exceeded 

expectations bringing in over 

$6,040.67 in donations in the 

form of 657 books.  The books will be used as a wonder-

ful complement to the PreK through 12 classroom librar-

ies.  Waterford Public Schools also received books in 

Spanish that will be a welcome addition to our World 

Language classes at all levels.  

WPS is honored to recognize the following staff for dedication of  

service to the students of Waterford Public Schools for 35 Years 

 Ann Denise  

Boguszewski 

Special Education 

Teacher @  

Waterford High 

School 

Ms. Boguszewski began her career at  

Waterford Public Schools in 1982 as a 

Special Education Teacher in the RISE 

program at OSW.  She continued in this 

capacity at OSW and CLMS for a number 

of years until she joined the WHS staff in 

1994. She continues to be an integral part 

of the special education staff at WHS. 

The United Way of 

Southeastern Con-

necticut donated 

school supplies, 

fifty backpacks, 

and 10 boxes of 

binders to the students at Waterford Public Schools.  This 

generous donation enabled many of our students to be 

outfitted for the start of 

school and be well pre-

pared for the year ahead. 

Waterford Public Schools 

appreciates United Way of 

Southeastern Connecticut’s 

continued investment in 

our district and for part-

nering with us to support 

our students . 

“It was a 

pleasure to 

help out 

[Logan  

Bowdish]… 

we are  

committed to 

helping our 

community, 

especially 

young people 

like [Logan 

Bowdish] who 

exhibit  

exemplary 

leadership 

qualities.” 

Mr. Barry 

Lashley,  

Eversource 



Summer Academy at WPS 
This summer Waterford Public Schools offered an extended 

school year program for Special Education students  in PreK

- Grade 12 as well as a Summer Academy program for stu-

dents receiving intervention services in Language Arts and/

or Mathematics in grades K-5.  Both programs were offered 

for 5 weeks at Oswegatchie Elementary School.    The goal 

of Summer Academy is to help intervention students in 

grades K-5 to avoid the “summer slide,” and to foster 

greater inclusion between special education students 

and regular education students. 

Summer Academy was definitely a success, servicing over 180 students this summer.  For Language Arts instruc-

tion, Summer Academy teachers continued the Reader’s and Writer’s workshop model that was implemented at 

the elementary level, providing a seamless transition from the school year to the summer program.  A summer math 

academy was also implemented for Clark Lane Middle School students in which students worked on their math 

skills using a program called Moby Max and completed a long-term project using Fantasy Baseball as a method 

to learn to create formulas using Microsoft Excel.  According to summer progress reports submitted, 75% of the stu-

dents in the class increased their math skill level.  

With a partnership with Waterford Youth Services Bureau, many of the students at Summer Academy were able to 

experience a full day option by attending Camp Dash in the afternoons.  Students were excited to continue a fun 

day with friends, and parents were grateful for a full day option.  This was a huge success, and accounted for an in-

crease in the attendance at Summer Academy.   Students at Summer Academy also enjoyed continued electives 

from the school year including Art and Physical Education.  Reports from students and parents noted that this was 

a highly motivating aspect of the program  for students.   

Thank you to Mr. Christopher Discordia, Director of Summer Academy, and the dedicated Waterford Public 

Schools’ staff who provided a valuable service to our students this summer and worked diligently to help every 

child succeed.  Summer Academy was also very fortunate to have the assistance of over 30 Waterford High School 

students who volunteered in the program accumulating numerous Learning Through Service hours and comple-

menting the Summer Academy staff.  

 

Stay Connected… 

 WPS Website - Visit 

www.waterfordschools.org for up to date 

BOE, school and event information. 

 BOE meetings are held on the 4th 

Thursday of each month.  For the 

complete schedule of meetings, go to 

the BOE section of the WPS Website. 

 Download the  WPS App to ‘stay 

abreast’ of all the happenings at our 

schools. 

 Follow us on Twitter :  @WPS_CT and 

@WaterfordSupt 

Waterford Public Schools 

Jody Nazarchyk, Board of Education Chairperson 

Thomas W. Giard III, Superintendent 

15 Rope Ferry Road 

Waterford , CT  06385 

Phone: 860-444-5852 

Fax: 860-444-5870 

Contact:  Caroline Whittaker - Executive Administrative 

Assistant to the Superintendent 

E-mail: cwhittaker@waterfordschools.org 

Academy 

Waterford Public Schools is a community of learners that fosters 

and supports high aspirations, ensuring every student acquires the 

skills and knowledge necessary to be a responsible citizen, prepared 

to contribute and succeed in an ever-changing world. 

http://www.waterfordschools.org/Domain/1
http://www.waterfordschools.org/page/5
http://www.waterfordschools.org/cms/lib4/CT01001345/Centricity/Domain/1/Waterford%20Public%20Schools%20Mobile%20App.pdf
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WaterfordSupt

